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The new Mintit Resource Cenrer
(MRC) of Calvin College and Calvin
Theological Seminary is a premiere
collection of praciical resowrces for alf
aspects if congrepational minivirg. b
Irelp MRC patrwa focate appropeiate
rezoirees, the College and Seminary
Fladkran Lileary oy creaed o websie
that combine ffermarion from
muasmally ereaind sianic wobpages amd
bibdingraphic desa imported from e
Litwarvk online catalog.  The resalf i
ome website Hu gathers together, and
provides aocess do, the entire MRC
collection,

n Jamuaary of J03, Calvin E-Dll-:g:

and Colvin Theologeeal Semumary

imtrovfuced the Ministry Resource
Centar (MRC)" Administrotively the
PMRC is a department of the Hekman
Libeary, which i tum serves patrons
from the college amd 1he seminary, as
well as guest patrons from throeghout
West Michigan and beyoml. MELC
materials are drawn from both Re-
formed and other Christian traditions,
andd are represented especinlly in the
aress of Hiurgy, music, and worship. To
help provide access to the MEC
Collaetion, The Dhginl Resounces
Libsrarian and the Libmry Sysiems
Programmer have erewted 3 websile
contaming information geremied from
a unique web database thal moosrparates
datn from various seuroes ncluding the
Library"s Online Public Avcess Catalog
{OPAC)H With o mamimal amssunt of
time spent in maimtenance of the MRC
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webpages, the Library 1s nevertheless
able 1o offer search and browse access
1o every single MEC sdem,

H

The MREC is designed to fulfill the
Hekman Library s mandate of provid-
trg the best pvailable resources for
Calvin stisbents and Geculty, Housed in
an aiea el apart on the fourth floor of a
five Noor libeary, it is o premier
collection of practical resowrces, in
prinl, digital, and sudio-visual formats,
for all aspects of college, seminary, and
gongregationa] minmstry. Lo addition io
henefitme i Calvin community,
pasiors, worship planoers and leaders,
church school 1eachers, small group
beaders, and youth mimisters from
throughout west Michigan are invited io
s the collection.

The MR is stafled by a past time
manager, and a full time coordinatar,
andl severil student assistants, Having
received trainmg 10 catalog materials,
the MREC cocrdinator catnlogs the
eajority of the MRC colbection with
MARC records downloaded from
OCLC indo the Library’s onling catalag
{WebCne) While mast of the MRC
collection is catnloged with MARC
records, the Library decided that some
iems woubd wod be, meluding pam-
phlets, individual articles, and other
ephemeral material. The miention was
that these exiss materials would be
pecessihle through means other than

WebCnt, specifically a web-based MRC

[hatabase.
Awcessing MRC Materals: is there
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a betier way?

To librarians, it is obvious that n
librory's online catalog exists in order
by provide scceds fo o librmry's collee-
tiom of materinl. What is not alwavs so
cbwvious is whether or not the online
catnlog is the besi way to access a ull
porrtion ol i I|l:1'mr_l,-"|: collection. Thds
considerstion becime promdneat when
the Library began to consider how users
of the MEC would sccess the MRC
material. MEBC patrons, coming both
froem within and without the bocal
Calvin community, would need o
search i WebCat At foce value, this
wirild be po different than o patron
searching for any Wem m the Library,
However, those coming b the Hekoman
Library in scarch of materind specific fo
the: MRC oolkection would need o kearmn
havay 10 uise WebCat’s advanoed search
screen in order io limidt o search o ihe
appropnate collection. Add 1o this the
fnct thai the projecied sudience for
these materials 15, ol least for the
mmmestinge future, far bess technolom-
cally sayvy thon the average college or
seminary student. These consider-
atvons, amd the fact that WebCat would
nol comtn records for the entire MEC
collection, forced the Library to
consider an aliemate mode of sccess to
the MEC collestion if it wanted to
prevent patrons from performing a shelf
browse as the ensiest means o locale
TESMMInoES,

ENVISIONING THE
MRC WEBSITE

The solution o offering efficient
mocess to MRC matermals arose when
comsidering how o design the MRC
wibdaiie. When envisioning n web
presence, the manager requesied et oll
MEC maderials be lsied on the websiie.
Mow for web designers whose sibes
inchude fists of data, creating and
muinlaining static webpapes is under-
stned] 1o be an extremely time-consim-
ing process, Rebated to this, and as
mentioned above, putrons ssarching an
online catalog for specific resources in
larper collection know that they can
endily be bizried under on svalanche of

fid

cumbersome MARC reconds.

Al the same time the Library was
strupgling how best 1o creabe the MRC
wehsite, il was also wurhing §o creale a
web-based dntabase o provide access
tev the: maderinls mor being cataloged in
WebCal. The Librury had olready
ninied valuable expeticnes with
dntabsss crention,” o the ereation of
one mione database was nod & major
hurdle. Considering how MBEC patrons
wiiitld need (0 use fwo search tools
{WebCnat ond the MREC Databese) o
cover all MRC mailerials, the idea arose
i kry 8o merpe the data from one inio
the other, Merping the MRC Daiabase
information inio WebCat was, indeed,
already maled oul since the mason
d'Etre of the MRC Dalabase was 1o
comain reconds not to be fully caia-
loged in WebCal. And as mentioned

above, [meimg MEC patrons o wade
throagh all the Libmary's resources
wirile searching only for MRC material
was nol the ideal solution. The only
other option was o menge the CPFAC
MARC reconds inlo the MREC Dalahase,

CREATING THE MRC WEBSITE
Creating webpages dynamically
froam a databnses i by to means a pew
topic.’ Many websites, including those

in tse corporate, non-profil, pnd
education domain, ang cresied “on the
My,” penerated in o varisty of formats
based on data from a dotabase. Much
of the Hekman Libeary website itself ia
already controbled by a series of My
SOL datnbase tables, and the expertise
gakned by the Library in using these
datahases was helpful in creating the
MREL website,
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Figure 1 — MRC Homepage
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Af first glance, the MRC site (Figune 1] looks fust like a regrlar webrite. A
im-.u-rr;:lﬁgr wiik baxic infarmalion corfainy Ik Fer vearioas JW&MMH.
Server afdle inclucher (851 along the rop ol the aise lood fova-oripd memacs that
lecd tor thix information, The significant menu is “Search the MRC, " for It is from
here than MRC patrois coir hrowse oF searnch the entive ooy of resomrces cof-
lected by the MRC. The MRC Databare fhervin referned o ax the MECD) &
popadaned through o maeons: an aufomoted soripd palls porifons of MEC MART
recordy from WebCint, and entries imcde direcily o the MECD wing a web-
accessille adwininranive module aveilablie only b mnthorizea Litrary sl
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Figure 2 — MHRCD record for ftem pulied from WebCat,

Basie Wllographic datn are displaved in o detailed record (Figure 2J, as well
a ihe Tocal call mmber and Library of Congress Subfect Headings (LOSHY, 7
the MBCD coniaing mudtiple items with the same subjects, the headingy are
Inprerlinked g wihen clicked will complete a search for similar tlems. In
arcliniem, e LS are also Jisied wider a secrion called “Search for Relared
frems in WebCar, ™ Clicking on this link will initiate @ new browser window
alisplayisg the resuits of @ WebCat search on that particular subject This feature
was added fo open up the wealth of related Library resources for MRC users wha
may hove come o specifically we the MBC collection. AN MRCD recordy can be
gelired ro fnchudy additional information, sich o tulfects from a local sulyecs
anthority (ared on o combination of LOSH and ather subjects oot included by
L, and abstracts writfen by MRC volundeery.' Recoreds the are addad direcely
fo the MRCD uving e administrative modide alie contain hasic bibliographic
informarion, Local call mmibers are automatically odded fo each recond ax it ix
created (MRCT, MRC2, eic ), ond copiey af the articled themselves are placed i
coll number order dn an article file. Subject baadings one alvo added from the
locally created siject authority list

like these versatile building blocks, the
components of the MR site — data,
seripls, administrative teols, and public
search functions — mre presenily in place
in & certmin order, Yet the stracture can
be easily disassembled and reassembled
as pecessary, ensuring that the MRC
wirbaite will continue to be responsive
to the changing research needs of both
MRC and Helrnan Library pabrons. €

NOTES & REFERENCES

! etpreSmine coalvin e Tibrarsbne

=The Hekman Librery has erested
nine dntnbases, sse fip
v celvine edwdihronyidaralase.
Briefly, they include dotnhases that
conrol portions of tse library®s web
site, n digitnl media archive, and several
perodical indexes.

' Brown, K. L., & Candreva, A M.
{2002, Fall). Managing Database-
Driven Web Content. Schoa! Library
Journel Net Comnect, 24-26.

“ WebCat records are pulled over mio
the MRCD on & daily schedule. The
seripd is set up to pull all relevani
records even if they already exist in the
MRCD. However, only certain fields
are overlaid, so that any additional
changes made 1o records in the MRCD,
such as subject headings or abstract
endries, remain in the record,

COMCLUSHON

At the time of this writing, the
MEC & only nearing its 4 month
birthelay, and already contains over 90
entuboged items. Accessing the MRC
eollection 18 possible through a basic or
ndvanced search, or through a
browsable subject hist. As the collec-
tion comlimees 10 grow, the Library will
refine the subject list to help guide
users theongh the material. Displaying
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the MRC material through WebCal as
well as on the MRC website has proved
tix be the ideal solution for both Library
patrons, and those who specifically visil
the Library for the MRC collection,

As with any websile, the MRC
pages are not cast in stone: addibans
and alierations will be envisionsd,
unforeteen ssues will anse, and
changes will be made, Instead of stone,
p:rh.ppl il Hnﬂ-:u]ng_l.-' s LEGER:



