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CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY LIBRARY

THE PAST
by Conrad J. Bult

Scriptural and doctrinal knowledge were of the utmost im-
portance to the “de kleyne luyden” (common people) who,
with their leaders, established the Christian Reformed Church
in the United States and Canada. When these individuals im-
migrated to America, many carried with them a Staten Bijbel
(Bible translation approved by the Synod of Dort) similar in
size to the pulpit Bibles used in our churches today. Arnold
Mulder in his book, Americans From Holland, has written
that “Dutch folk, even some of the most illiterate of them,
were theologians by instinct.” People such as these judged the
contents of their ministers’ sermons with singular discernment
and demanded spiritual leaders who had the ability to both
quote Scripture and expound at length on various points of
doctrine. Those who attended services in the few churches of
the fledgling denomination hoped that the Seminary, founded
in 1876, would supply educated clerics to fill the vacant
pulpits and also provide future pastors.

The Calvin Theological Seminary occupied the second floor
of Grand Rapids’ Williams Street Christian School during the
years 1876-1892. According to Seminary Professor Martin |
Wyngaarden (1891-1978), there was in this building “in the
southeast corner a separate small room for books, including
mostly old Reformed writings.” The first Yearbook of the
Christian Reformed Church in which a Bibliothecaris (Dutch
for Librarian) is listed is the one dated 1892. One of the three
Seminary professors, Rev. Gerrit E. Boer (1832-1904), had
this title and retained it until 1904, the year of his death. No
doubt, Boer’s many duties included responsibility for the
“library room,” located in the northeast corner on the main
floor of the new Theological School and Calvin College
Building on the corner of Madison and Franklin Streets.
Students and faculty members made use of this building for
the first time in 1892.

In the Calvin College Yearbook for 1895-1896, there is this
description of the “Library and Reading Room”:

A large, well-lighted room has been set apart for a

reading room. here will be found at all times good books,

magazines, and papers.
Incidentally, a student was allowed to draw out one book at a
time for three days, and if the borrower desired, he might
renew the book for a similar period. During the years
1905-1914, Seminary Professor Gerrit K. Hemkes (1838-1920)
served as Librarian. Reporting to the Board of Trustees in
1910, he mentioned that seventy books had been added to the
collection during the past school year and that the collection
now numbered about 4,000 volumes. Following Hemkes as

Librarian in 1914 was Professor Ralph Janssen (1874-1942)
Professor of Exegetical Theology in the Seminary.

This first building on the “new” Franklin Campus was the
Administration Building and the library was relocated there
during 1917. The books were transferred in a move which
then Assistant Librarian Ralph Stob chronicled in the follow-
ing manner:

The books were hauled by truck, but through the loading

and unloading, the arrangement in their proper order

was completely gone. Just to put the books in their proper
place on the shelf was a gigantic task.
The library’s new quarters were two basement rooms, one a
reading room and the other a stack room. Not pleased with the
subterranean location, Librarian Janssen penned these words
in his 1920 report to the Board.

Ever since our removal to the new College building it has

been a regrettable circumstance that obliged us rele-

gating the library to the basement-room_ A more undesir-
able place for a library could not well be wanted.

From 1922 through 1926 the Librarian was Professor Ralph
Stob (1894-1965), whose primary responsibility was teaching
Greek in the College. Neither Stob nor his predecessors were
full-time librarians. What they did as librarians was in
addition to their teaching tasks, which each considered the
more significant part of his calling in life. During Janssen’s
tenure, Stob had, as he writes, “made a careful study of
Dewey and indexed accordingly.” The reading room of the
library was opened afternoons for the first time in 1925. The
hours were from one to three in the afternoon. Prior to this,
the library opened its doors for student use from about eight to
twelve in the morning only. Pressure from students caused the
change and a student rhapsodized in the November 1915
Chimes:

Isn’t it grand and glorious to find the library open in the

afternoon when you want to study for that three o’clock

class and are tired of sitting on the floor in the waiting
room trying to keep the babble of voices out of your ears
sufficiently to concentrate on that awful Archaeology?
By the way, the “waiting room” referred to was not a part of
the library but a sort of social sanctuary provided for the
students.

Stob resigned in 1926 and gave as his reason that “the work
is too much to carry in addition to all the teaching.” The
library now, as Stob pointed out, had 13,800 volumes. When
he had started as Assistant Librarian tn 1915 the collection
numbered 3,500 Stob closed his note of resignation with this
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remark, “I should hail the day when we had one person for the
library alone.” In a document, Instructions from Prof. Stob,
Librarian, ostensibly written for his successor, Miss Johanna
Timmer, there appears the following:

On this day, the seventh of January, in the year of our

Lord nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, I, Ralph Stob,

do depart this life of librarian of the Theological School

and Calvin College of the Christian Reformed Church in

America I have labored long and now I rest my

weary head.

For the brief period from 1927 to 1928, Miss Johanna
Timmer served as both librarian and Girls’ Adviser. Her part-
ing words were:

I trust you can appreciate my position in asserting that the

positions of Girls’ Adviser and of Librarian do not dove-

tail into each other. I rejoice that the faculties are at
this time recommending the appointment of a full-time
librarian
Interesting to note are the costs submitted by Miss Timmer in
her report dated May 1928. Behind them appear the current
Library figures.

Books $1229.23 Now $135,000
Periodicals ~ 267.97 Now 95,000
Binding 280.65 Now 24,000

The Hekman Memorial Library was dedicated on March 8,
1928. Prior to the dedication, the books had been moved from
the Administration Building in one day’s time under the
supervision of Librarian Timmer About this new structure
the 1928 Prism reported:

The Hekman Memorial Library now stands upon our

campus a tribute to the memory of Edsko Hekman, be-

cause his widow and his sons, Henry, John, and Jelle, felt
that his life, now ended on earth, must nevertheless go on

here: in the impulses and works of those chosen to im-

pound the master spirits of the age.

In the hearts and minds of those that love Calvin, un-
failing gratitude will live while stone and mortar shall
last.

Editor Dr. Henry Beets devoted almost a page and a half of
the March 16, 1928 Banner to the dedicatory ceremonies.
There is a report of the sequence of events and extensive
resumes of all speeches. Among those who spoke were S. H.
Ranck, Librarian of the Grand Rapids Public Library, and
Seminary Professor Louis Berkhof. In one of his closing para-
graphs Beets said:

We are sure of it that the dedication of the new building

Library Reference Room

was greatly enjoyed by people from nearby as well as

from far away. May God continue to shower his blessings

upon those who donated the building, as well as upon
those who continue to use it.

After the resignation of Miss Timmer, Miss Elizabeth Ver-
tregt, later Mrs. Floris Vander Stoep, became the first full-
time librarian to serve the College and Seminary. She held this
position from 1928 until 1931 when she, too, submitted a
resignation:

As I was married in April, I shall be resigning from my

duties as librarian in August. As I look back over the

years, the work accomplished seems slight, but I hope I

have contributed something to the progress of the library.

By 1931 the library had 19,800 books, most of which had
book pockets and cards placed in them during the summer of
1930, a feat accomplished by the Librarian and two assistants
in six week’s time. Also, in conjunction with the English De-
partment, Miss Vertregt prepared lectures for freshmen stu-
dents on how to use the library. This activity on the part of the
Librarian was something of an innovation at the time.

Known to many as Josie, Miss Josephine Baker took the
place of Miss Vertregt in the fall of 1931. Miss Baker’s picture
appeared on the front page of Chimes and next to the picture
were these words of introduction:

She entered library work because she likes it and intends

to continue it—uwell, indefinitely. But we have our

doubts. In fact, our only objection to Miss Baker is that
sheis a blonde. And since “gentlemen prefer blondes,” we
fear that she will follow in the path of her predecessor,

Miss Vertregt, who, being a blonde also, left us this sum-

mer to gladden the life of the seminarian who preferred

her.

Writing in the May 1, 1941 issue of the Calvin College
Alumni Letter, Miss Baker stated that the library now had
25,500 cataloged books of which 8,000 had been added during
the last ten years. Also, she mentioned that the library sub-
scribed to about 100 periodicals. At the close of her article,
Miss Baker urged those who had never been in the library to
“make a point to see the building,” and she also affirmed that
“we are proud of our library, both the building and the book
collection.”

After World War 11, neither library study space nor the
book collection was adequate for the greatly increased enroll-
ment. The December 10, 1946 Chimes contained a quotation
from Librarian Baker who remarked that “a new addition to
the library is definitely needed, and for this addition—new



books.” Professor of English Henry Zylstra (1909-1956) de-
scribed the library situation in these rather blunt sentences
which appeared in a 1947 Banner article:

But it is too small, much too small. There is not room
enough for the books, and there is not room enough to
study them. The building served 400 students well a few
years ago; it cannot serve 1,200 students well now. As for
study space, there are chairs in the reading room for 140
students, as closely packed as spoons in a box. During the
busy hours of a regular school day, each of these chairs is
occupied. Even so, some students must study elbow to
chin, under the campus trees, or slumped against their
lockers in the basement of the main building. Cal-
vin’s librarian is highly trained, is devoted to her work,
and she has good assistants, but the opportunities for
service are infinite and the hours are limited.

Also in 1947, Calvin President Henry Schultze alerted the
Board to the problems concerning the library structure.
Schultze chose to relay these ominous words of warning pre-
sented to him by Miss Baker:

There are deep cracks, growing deeper, in the floors and

the walls. Plaster is constantly loosening up and falling.

Some of the doors are no longer serviceable because of the

settling of the building.

Decisions were made to enlarge the library and on March
16, 1951 the “new” library was dedicated Now students and
faculty found that the library contained a reference room with
mahagony tables and captain’s chairs, a reading room with
blond furniture, and also a periodical reading room. The
closed stacks could accommodate 120,000 volumes and seat-
ing capacity was 240, 100 more than before. Those who at-
tended Calvin in the fifties and sixties have vivid memories of
the “blond room” and the “dark room.”

The December 15, 1950 Chimes reported the news that the
library committee had proposed a Faculty Library Director
who will “take over duties of deciding policy and making
long-range plans.” Professor of Speech Lester De Koster was
appointed by the 1951 Synod to this position. Also in 1951,
Miss Barbara Sluiter, presently in charge of Cataloging Serv-
ices, joined the library staff.

Josephine Baker Lester De Koster

Miss Baker had served as Librarian from the fall of 1931
through the summer of 1951 In her 1932 report, she stated
that 560 books had been cataloged during the past year; by
1949 the number was 1000. For many years Miss Baker was
Calvin’s only professionally trained librarian; after 1951 she
served as Reader’s Adviser, a position she held until 1964, her
last year of service. Students found Miss Baker a very helpful
person; a 1940 Prism states:

To Miss Baker, our librarian, we extend a word of ap-

preciation for her patience and cooperation in assisting us
with our book selections and reference material. Patient,

kind, and helpful, we have learned to rely on her in the
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solution of our problems connected with outside work
Her thirty-four years of service made her a very familiar figure
on campus to many students, especially those whom she kindly
but firmly asked to stop talking.

During the De Koster era, which covered the years
1951-1969, many significant events occurred. In 1951, a
friend and neighbor of Calvin, Mr. Leo Cayvan, donated his
collection of 9,000 records to the library and these were
housed in the Cayvan Room located in the basement of the
Hekman Library. Presently, the Cayvan Room is located on
the third floor of the library and serves both the casual listener
and the music student who desires to hear class assignments.
From the Detling estate the library received 4,000 books in
1954. Also, this was the year the library acquired its first
microfilm reader, a venture with great possibilities for the
future, since at the time the library had but one film. After
seven years of service, Miss Wilhemina Twight, later Mrs. Jer-
rald White, left the staff in 1955. Her place as Circulation
Librarian was taken by Miss Annette Buurstra. Perforated
McBee Keysort Call Cards, the kind still filled out today by all
who borrow books at Calvin, were used for the first time in
1957. The house at 752 Giddings became the “Library Annex”
in 1959. Here there was space for about fifty students to study
under the watchful eye of Mr. Albert Lewen. The decade of
the fifties closed with Director De Koster’s suggestion that the
library gather all materials available on John Calvin and
Calvinism in book and microform. He hoped that the library
would become the major resource center in North America for
the study of Calvin and Calvinism.

Planning sessions for the new library building to be erected
on the Knollerest Campus took many hours of library staff
time during the early sixties. A shift from the Dewey Decimal
System to the Library of Congress System had begun in 1952
and by 1960 all but 8,000 out of a collection of 85,000 volumes
had been reclassified. Students who came to the library in the
fall of 1960 had 7,560 more books than the year before to
choose from. Also, 795 current periodical titles were present
for their perusal.

Van Raalte’s books, letters and sermons came to the library
in 1962 as a gift from the publisher William B. Eerdmans, Sr.
For both faculty and student research, this collection is
without peer due to the fact that Rev. Van Raalte and his
followers began the settlement in Holland, Michigan, in 1847
Since 1963, this collection, with many others, has been housed
in the Colonial Origins Collection, formerly known as the
Heritage Hall Historical Collections. For nineteen years the
Colonial Origins Collection has occupied several rooms on the
south side of the first floor of the library. Herbert Brinks,
Curator of the Colonial Origins Collection and Denomina-
tional Archivist, first began working with the materials in
1963. Through his efforts and those of others, the collection
has greatly expanded and now includes books, pamphlets,
periodicals, letters, and archives of the Christian Reformed
Church and related institutions. All these resources are essen-
tial for anyone who wishes to search out past information
about the Christian Reformed Church or the Dutch people in
the United States and Canada.

Three librarians, Conrad Bult, Marvin Monsma, and Myr-
tle Van Laar, joined the staff in 1965, followed by Miss Evelyn
Weidenaar in 1966. Miss Van Laar left the staff in 1971
Adrianus Velthoen and Sierd Woudstra served as theological
librarians in the late sixties. New to the staff in 1969 were
Peter De Klerk, Theological Librarian, and Stephen Lambers
who, when he came, was in charge of Circulation and Infor-

I mation Services.
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Miss Annette Buurstra left the library in 1968 for a position
on the staff of the Michigan State Library. For about a decade
and a half, Annette had been a part of the library and had
served as Circulation Librarian and later Reference Li-
brarian. Through her efforts the Curriculum Center, now a
part of the Instructional Resources Center, was established in
1955 as a service for teachers and members of the Education
Department. Since 1967 the library has been a partial de-
pository for United States Government documents. The
library became such a depository as a result of conversations
between Director De Koster and Congressman Gerald R.
Ford. At the present time, this collection numbers about
125,000 items and takes up about a quarter of the space on the
first floor of the library. John Smilde was in charge of this
collection for the years 1969-1980.

Delegates to the 1969 Synod of the Christian Reformed
Church elected Director De Koster as the new Editor of The
Banner and his position was taken by Marvin Monsma, the
present Director. Lester De Koster typified the scholar-
librarian, and the library collection as developed and
strengthened during his tenure reflected his concern for
Calvin and Calvinism, the humanities, and a strong peri-
odical collection. At his departure, the library contained
about 190,000 volumes and devoted $22,000 per year to
periodical subscriptions. On June 10, 1970, dedication
ceremonies for the new Calvin College and Seminary Library
took place in the Fine Arts Center auditorium. “Philobiblon:
Of the Love of Books” was the title of De Koster’s dedicatory
address, which he closed with these ringing words:

Philobiblon! In the love of books we lift our voices,
careful to recall what every tyrant and enemy of the spirit
knows and fears, now as in the days when Milton said:
For books are not absolutely dead things, but doe con-
tain a potencie of life in them to be as active as that soule
was whose progeny they are: nay they do preserve asin a
violl the purest efficacie and extraction of that living
intellect that bred them. I know they are as lively and as
vigorously productive, as those fabulous dragon’s teeth:
and being sown up and down, may chance to spring up
armed men!”

About 200,000 books from the Hekman Library on the
Franklin Campus were transferred to the new library in the
summer of 1970. Credit for accomplishing this challenging
task in a month’s time must be given to Peter De Klerk and six
student assistants who made many trips between campuses in
a rental van loaded with fifteen book trucks. The books were
taken from the old library stacks in their proper shelf order
and, consequently, could be replaced on the shelves in the new
library in the same manner with a minimum of confusion and
waste of time. No longer did the College and Seminary have a
collection of books in two locations, something which had
been a fact since 1963 when the Library-Classroom building
at Knollcrest had first been opened for student use. The new
library featured open stacks with all books and bound volumes
of periodicals shelved in a single Library of Congress classifi-
cation scheme sequence, could accommodate 325,000 vol-
umes, and had study space for 1100 students. By 1976 the li-
brary had its first cathode ray terminal which enabled the li-
brary to catalog its books by using the computer resources of
the Ohio College Library Center . Presently six professional li-
brarians are on the staff and the last to join is Mrs. Johanna
Duyst, who received her appointment as Acquisitions Li-
brarian in 1977.

Contained in Director Monsma'’s 1977 report, the following
sentences served as a sobering prediction of the library’s future
problems:

Once considered plush and more than adequate, the

library facilities are now beginning to show signs of being

inadequate.

His 1979 comments about space were:

When the present library facility was built, it was to have

a capacity for a 325,000-volume collection. It was pre-

dicted that this capacity would be adequate for ten years

of growth. The book and periodical collection now totals
approximately 290,000 volumes.
Once again the problem of space which had haunted all
previous directors had returned to face Monsma and all others
on the staff. Future plans for expansion will be completed only
after many sessions in which architects, librarians, adminis-
trators, and faculty will air their views.

This somewhat anecdotal history of the library for the years
1876-1980 can not, of course, include all the names of stu-
dents, assistants, and professional librarians who made the
library what it is today after more than a century of existence.
The intellectual edifice given the name Calvin College and
Seminary Library is the result of the hard work, sacrifice,
hope, and vision of all who can identify with the library in one
way or another. Included in this “All” are past and present
faculty members in the College and Seminary, past and pres-
ent donors who have given or continue to give money or
books, and, last but not least, all alumni, each of whom we
hope has fond memories of the time spent studying, reading,
or doing whatever in the library.

THE PRESENT

by Stephen L. Lambers

What Goes Into Putting a Book on the Shelf?

There are a third of a million books in Calvin’s library. Ap-
proximately ten thousand are added every year. How do they
get there? What goes into putting a book on the shelf? To
begin with, who chooses what to buy? At Calvin this is the
prerogative of the College and Seminary faculty. The 1981-82
budget for books amounts to $148,000. More than twenty per-
cent of this will be spent on religious and theological works.
Librarians order books particularly for the reference collec-
tion but also in areas where lacunae (gaps) in the collection
may be developing.

To assist the faculty in selecting the best newly published
books in their respective disciplines, the library subscribes to a
reviewing service of Choice magazine. Choice provides cards
containing 200- to 300-word reviews of new scholarly books.
Written by persons learned in the particular subject area, they
provide a more objective view than that which is given in the
biased “blurbs” of the publisher.

The next step in the process is the purchase of the books. At
Calvin, Johanna Duyst has that responsibility. To the uniniti-
ated the ordering and receiving procedures appear routine,
but they are not. Knowledge of the complexities of biblio-
graphic entry, familiarity with methods of tracking down and
obtaining cryptic foreign titles, and firm dealing with those
who would be your agents (book jobbers) make it necessary to
have a trained professional doing the work. Jo says, “Acquisi-
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Barbara Sluiter Johanna Duyst

tion librarians get gray because of books without invoices, in-
voices without books, books that don’t come, and books that
come twice.”

Barbara Sluiter, cataloger, describes what happens next:

After the books are received, a temporary card is filed in

the public catalog. A computer slip, if available, is

checked with the book so that less time is needed at the
computer The call number is checked with the shelf list,
the book is cataloged into the terminal, and catalog cards

are ordered. The books are then processed, i.e., taped (a

strip of magnetic tape is inserted to insure legitimate cir-

culation), stamped, and labeled with a call number.

After the cards arrive (approximately one week), the

books are checked for accuracy. Every two weeks a book

list is typed for the faculty and the cards are filed in the
public catalog.

After the cataloging is completed, the books are placed for
one week in the New Book Room, where faculty members are
offered first opportunity to browse among them. Subsequent-
ly student assistants shelve them in the open stacks.

During the busy months of term-paper time (October-
November and March-April) more than 500 books a day are
checked out of the library. Total book circulation for the past
school year, not inclusive of reserve reading materials,
reached 82,000. That the Library serves the community as
well as its own faculty, students, and alumni is revealed by the
fact that one-sixth of that amount was checked out by others.

How Important Is the Library to the Student?

The Calvin Library lies at a major campus intersection with
the Commons to the north, the Fine Arts Center to the east,
the Seminary to the south, and the College Center to the west.
Thus it is not by happenstance that it is the focus of daily ac-
tivities for many students. When the semester ends and the stu-
dents have left, the Library seems like a church auditorium on
a weekday

Along with the expected activities of reading, research, and
study, the library is also used as a place for making photo
copies, listening to recorded music, socializing, staring out the
window, and sleeping. Romances are carried on there. So too
are disputes—like the one on study space about which we
found the following exchange of notes between oneM E.V.H
and various respondents:

I do not object to others using this carrel when I am not

here. But, regardless of the supposedly great demand for

this study space, it is imperative that these books remain
here; but greedy librarians are persona non grata.
M.E.V.H

Librarians are not greedy. They are simply doing their

job_ If you need these books please check them out so that

people can know where they are and so others may use
them after your two weeks. Until you check out your
books, everyone has a right to use them and they will be

put back on the shelves. D.J

All these books belong to me. [ will have much difficulty
“checking them out”

ME.V.H.
I do not see how you can reserve the right to claim this
carrel. Of course we will use it if you are not here; in fact,
if you do happen to appear while it is in use we have the
right to continue to use it

Thank you,

H.B.

Very true! However, I understand why you don’t under-
stand how I have “the right to claim this carrel.” I think
the reason lies in the fact that I haven’t reserved the right
to “claim” the carrel. I thought my first note made that
clear.

M.E.V.H.




This carrel is not a private bookshelf; it never has been
and never will be. So beat it_before the day you come and
find your books have been taken
The Lady in Red
Dear Lady in Red:
You have accused me of “stealing” public property.
Though 1 think you're not all wrong (nor all right), still,
were you to take my books you would be no less guilty,
only you would be stealing private property!
M.E.V.H
This carrel is for all to use on a first-come, first-served
basis (without squatting) So grow up or get out!
Innocent Observer
Dear Innocent Observer:
Ifit’s true you re innocent then maybe you ought to “grow
up.” I have never denied that “this carrel is for all to use
on a first-come, first-served basis ™ I'm here first and
you’re not.
M.EV H.

What Are the Most Distinctive Features of the Library?

Surely one of the most imposing sets of books 1n the Calvin
Library is the National Union Catalog Pre-1956 Imprints pub-
lished by the Mansell Company of England and comprised of
a cumulative author listing of Library of Congress printed
catalog cards. Like the Washington Cathedral in that it seems
as though it will always be unfinished it nevertheless is
nearing completion. Presently consisting of 715 10" x 14"
volumes, each 698 pages long, it occupies 123 feet of shelf
space. A conservative estimate of the number of books on
which it gives full bibliographic information is ten million. It
is the largest single listing of books in the world. Books pub-
lished since 1956 are recorded in five-year cumulations also
called the National Union Catalog, but with the appropriate
dates added to the title.

Another bibliographic tool (that we could hardly do with-
out, now that we have it) is the computer terminal connecting
Calvin with the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC)
Allowing bibliographic access to the holdings of more than
2400 public and academic libraries in the United States and
Canada, it is invaluable to several library activities, including
research, acquisitions, cataloging, and interlibrary loan. Cal-
vin joined the network in December 1975 and is currently en-
gaged not only entering its current book and periodical addi-
tions into the data base, but its retrospective holdings as well.
Based in Dublin, Ohio, OCLC has now opened an overseas
office in Birmingham, England, to market its computer
services to libraries in Great Britain and Europe.

Forty-thousand sermons contained in the Library’s collec-
tion of religious and theological books are cited in the Sermon
Index. Begun in the 1950’s by the late Dr. Clarence and Mrs.
Tess Bouma and presently carried on by Peter De Klerk, its
arrangement is by scripture text, from Genesis to Revelation
Some ministers consult the Sermon Index regularly for assis-
tance in preparation of their sermons.

Also a project undertaken by our own professional person-
nel, the Index to Religious Periodicals, is of great assistance to
anyone desiring to know the point of view of the Christian
Reformed Church on a given topic. This card catalog opens
the way to the contents of such church-related periodicals as
The Banner, Outlook, Reformed Journal, Insight, and The
Christian Home and School (but, unfortunately, not De
Wachter, that has its own index).

The most outstanding special collection in the library is un-
doubtedly the Calvin-Calvinism Collection already described
by Dr. John Primus in the May issue of Spark. Characteristic
of the bibliographic sleuthing talents of its compiler, Peter De
Klerk, it is an exhaustive bringing together of books, disserta-

tions, monographs, magazines, and articles having to do with
our namesake and his teachings.

When did your parents (or grandparents) come from “the
old country?” How old were they and what compelled them to
leave their native land? If you have Dutch ancestry, the
Library’s Colonial Origins Collection may supply answers to a
few of the questions about your roots. Dutch Ship Lists
1820-1880, a computer printout of Dutch immigrants on
United States passenger lists, is available there. So too are
church membership records and such books as Henry Lucas’
Dutch Immigrant Memoirs and Related Writings and Linda
Doezema’s Dutch Americans: A Guide to Information
Sources. Administered by archivist Dr. Herbert Brinks, the
Colonial Origins Collection also contains abundant resources
on the history of the Denomination, its churches, and its
college and seminary. In addition to books, this material
includes newspapers, pamphlets, photographs, tapes, corre-
spondence, minutes, and memorabilia.

During the last few years Conrad Bult and Stephen Lam-
bers have been collecting for the Library pristine first editions
of books authored by Calvin alumni who have received
national literary recognition. These persons include Peter De
Vries, Frederick Manfred, the two De Jong brothers (David
Cornel and Meindert), Wessel Smitter, William Brashler, and
David Den Boer. There are also short stories, essays, and
poems written by and about the authors. This collection is
open for research.

The name “Cayvan” is not universally known at Calvin
(nor is it Dutch), but alumni who were music majors in the
1950’s may remember that Mr. Cayvan was the person who
invited students into his home (near the old campus) to play
stringed instruments. In 1952 he gave to Calvin his valuable
collection of recorded classical music and later on a large
number of musical scores. Today the records, along with
many others since purchased, are housed in the Cayvan
Room, a special area for music lovers and learners.

The Calvin Library is one of two federal depository li-
braries in the Fifth Congressional District of Michigan.
Materials as diverse as a chart showing the spread of pellets
from a shotgun blast to the cheap paper, staple-bound issues of
the Federal Register and the Congressional Record all come to
Calvin free of charge. Index Medicus is there and so are pam-
phlets sounding warnings on the dangers of smoking to preg-
nant women. The Government Documents Collection is like a
library within a library, having its own books, periodicals,
indexes, and system of classification. Though it looks forbid-
ding, a great amount of useful (and useless) information can
be found in this myriad gathering of government publications.

Who Are Calvin’s Librarians?

Six persons, with faculty status, presently constitute the
Library’s full-time professional statf. They are:
Marvin Monsma, Library Director

Marv began his library career at Calvin in 1965 as an assis-
tant librarian and since 1969 has been Director. Under his
capable leadership the Library has moved into a new facility,
doubled its holdings, and joined the OCLC network. He has
served on several committees involving inter-library coopera-
tion and technical advancement and is a well-known figure in
the Michigan Library Consortium
Conrad Bult, Assistant Director of College-Related Matters

Conrad came as a librarian to Calvin in 1965 and has held
his present position since 1977. Conrad is a true bibliophile
and the library’s real expert on rare books. Like the pursuer in
Frances Thompson’s Hound of Heaven, Conrad runs “down
the labyrinthine ways” in search of answers to reference
questions. He has written book reviews for such journals as the
Christian Scholar’s Review and the Journal of Ethnic Studies.



Johanna Duyst, Acquisitions Librarian

Jo began working in the cataloging department of the Cal-
vin Library in 1966 and in 1977 received faculty status as ac-
quisitions librarian. Since 1979 she has served on OCLC’s
Advisory Committee on Acquisitions, a rather significant
position, considering the size of the network.
Barbara Sluiter, Cataloger

Barbara Sluiter has been a librarian at Calvin for her entire
professional career—twenty-five years. In fact, Barbara
began her library career following graduation from Calvin in
1951, working as an assistant at the library. Her fellow
librarians believe she is unsurpassed in her field. Not
withstanding her longevity of service, she has been readily
receptive of innovations brought into library technical services
by the computer

Peter De Klerk,
Assistant Library
Director for Seminary-
Related Matters

Peter De Klerk arrived at Calvin as theological librarian in
1969. A meticulous and indefatigable chaser of bibliographic
data in his chosen field, Peter has as one of his current projects
the annual Calvin bibliographies. He has traveled to univer-
sity libraries throughout the United States, Canada, and
Western Europe. His most recent published compilation is A
Bibliography of the Writings of the Professors of Calvin Theo-
logical Seminary (1981)

Stephen Lambers, Information Services/Government Docu-
ments Librarian

Steve was appointed to the first half of his present position
in 1969 and to the latter half in 1980, succeeding Mr. John
Smilde. During the past several years he has been involved in
compiling a bibliography of the books and doctoral disserta-
tions of Calvin faculty and alumni. The 1976 publication, A
Centenary Bibliography, was an outgrowth of this continuing
project

Along with these six people there are many other full-time
and part-time persons who make up the regular library staff
and contribute to the services offered by the library.

Library Support Staff

CALVIN COLLEGE AND SEMINARY LIBRARY

THE FUTURE

by Marvin E. Monsma

What on earth is the “library world” coming to? Read a
newspaper on a television screen! Punch a few keys on a com-
puter terminal and walk away with a speedily-printed subject
bibliography! Terms like: teletext, videodisc, electronic news-
paper, microcomputers, online catalog! The “library world”
is rapidly approaching, if not already experiencing, the “in-
formation age.”

Technology is revolutionizing the library. During the
seventies, competing networks have covered the country. Us-
ing constantly improving computer technology, libraries have
automated numerous library procedures, among which are
cataloging, interlibrary loans, and serials control. Online cir-
culation systems are becoming more commonplace. Acquisi-
tion capabilities are in various stages of development. Online
catalogs are opening the door to online union catalogs, allow-
ing patrons in one library to discover the holdings of hundreds
of other libraries throughout the country.

Until now, most of the library applications of computer
technology have been a manipulation of records of publica-
tions printed on paper. In the near future we can expect many
new publications to be available only in electronic form. We
appear now to be in a transitional phase. Will it pave the way
to a completely paperless communication system? If so, how
soon, and with what effects on academic libraries?

What are the implications of all these new technological
developments for the Calvin College and Seminary Library?
Obviously we would like to take advantage of as many as
would serve our patrons better and be economically feasible.
Therein lies the dilemma. We must automate to move ahead.
To automate requires a substantial monetary investment in
new technology, higher standards, and expanded capabilities.

Currently the only automated process in the Calvin Library
is cataloging. By means of a cathode ray terminal, we com-
municate with the Online Computer Library Center located
in Ohio to accomplish this function. Many inter-library loan
requests are received via the terminal also. We still place our
own requests by using the paper forms, considering that
method to be more economical.

Through membership in the Michigan Library Consorti-
um, we are affiliated with the OCLC national network.
OCLC has recently developed and is currently testing
automated acquisitions. Circulation control is in the planning
stage. We would like to see both systems operative in the
Calvin Library. Once the systems are perfected and made
available, we shall have to determine whether or not they are
cost advantageous in a library the size of ours. The demand
placed on us for online bibliographic searching has been
minimal thus far and our needs in this area have been met by
channeling our requests through larger state institutions that
provide this service.
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In January 1980, President Diekema appointed an ad hoc
committee to study the question of how the use of new library
technology could affect the future need for space in the
library. That committee concluded that in a library serving
the needs of a liberal-arts college and a theological seminary,
space requirements would be little affected by the new
technology—that is, it would not reduce the additional
amounts of space the library required. Thus, with an eye on
the rapidly developing technology, we have begun planning
for expansion of the library. Built in 1970, the library was
designed to accommodate a collection of approximately
325,000 volumes, and it was projected that it would meet our
needs for the next ten years. Now, eleven years later, we have
a collection totalling 330,000 books and bound periodicals.
The time for us to move to the basement level, originally
planned for library expansion, or to add another floor, is
rapidly approaching. The Theological Division of the library
is particularly congested and in need of additional space to ac-
commodate books and patrons.

The H. H. Meeter Calvin-Calvinism Research Collection,
integral with and housed in the Theological Division, is
especially in need of expanded quarters. With the establish-
ment of the Center for Calvin Studies, this need will be accen-
tuated. A new three-story addition to the south end of
Heritage Hall is planned to accommodate the rapidly growing
Calvin-Calvinism Collection (Third Floor), the Calvin Center
for Christian Scholarship (Second Floor) and Heritage Hall
and Colonial Origins (First Floor).

Besides staying abreast of technological changes and plan-
ning for physical expansion, the library staff is dedicated to
providing the best possible service for the Calvin faculties, stu-
dents, and other patrons.

Three recently initiated programs—the Master of Arts in
Teaching, the Master of Arts in Christian Studies, and the new

nursing program—and numerous new courses will require
books and periodicals to support the curriculum. With the
specialized help of the teaching faculty, we shall continue to
build the collection to meet curricular needs.

WARNING
Those students in the library caught mumbling under their
breath, audibly removing and replacing false teeth, or
breathing too heavily will be subject to heavy fines and pos-

| sible imprisonment.

Gum-chewing is strictly forbidden, especially in its noisier
forms, while it is even suggested that shoes might be left at the
door to promote a more enduring peace and tranquility. “The
Library Police always get their man,” said Warden Baker in a
special communication to the Dissociated Press, and warned
future inmates that no stone would be left unturned and no
expense would be spared in the prosecution and conviction of
offenders. For further particulars, consult Sieswerda, now out
on parole.

—From the March 1935 Chimes

LIBRARY REPORTS RARE PERIODICAL LOSS
The library reports that both its copies of the current
Banner have been surreptitiously removed from their Proper
Place. Their present location as well as the identity of the
edified culprit remains a mystery to even the oldest and wisest
of the sleuths on the Library Investigation Staff, Surreptitious
Banner Removals Department. Discussion is now being held
regarding the purchase of several heavy iron chains with
which to bind De Wachter to the library desks. Meanwhile,
everyone is advised to be on the lookout for a desperate-but-
edified looking suspect.
—From the September 12, 1958 Chimes
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